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CHAPTER 1
WRITING AND LEARNING
ACROSS THE CURRICULUM

| write because | don’t know what
| think until | read what | say.
(Flannery O’Conner in Murray 1990, p.8)

THE VALUE OF WRITING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM

M any of you teach it all. You paddle alongside your students down a river
of reading/writing/viewing/listening/speaking, across the lake of “Greece,
an Ancient Civilization,” through the stream of “Force and Motion” and count-
less other topics within the grade-level curriculum. Across all the subject areas,
you may find that there is so much for students to learn and so little time in the
school day to do the learning. The problem is not having lots to learn — it can
be rather exciting, really. Finding a way to accomplish everything within the
confines of a classroom schedule is a constant challenge, however.

Some of you specialize in and teach one subject area to a large number
of students. You already see the value of writing in your subject — for example,
it helps students learn concepts and skills in context, and it helps students
develop organizational skills. Yet, with the limited time you have to teach the
concepts, writing can seem like an add-on — one more thing to add to the long
list of things you need to achieve in the day. Finding time for students to write
is a challenge. Finding time to assess and grade all the writing is another
challenge altogether. You envision the stacks of papers from the hundreds of
students you teach each week, and the idea of having students write more can
be daunting.

This book is intended for those teachers who teach in the language arts
or in English, and also for those teachers who are content-area specialists in
history, geography, math, science, health, French, and so on. You will find ideas
for teaching and assessing writing in content areas; ideas that take into account
the challenges of your teaching context and the limits to your time.

Portage & Main Press



