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DO I HAVE YOUR

ATTENTION NOW,
COLE?

NOW, WHERE WERE WE, CLASS?
AH, YES, TALKING ABOUT INDIGENOUIS
PEOPLE IN OUR HIS-




COLE, WAS IT CLASSP WELL,

TOMORROW AFTERNOON, YOU WILL
I THINK I HAVE JUST THE THING. SINCE COLE SEEMED SO BORED
WITH MY TALK ON ABORIGINAL HISTORY

PRESENT TO US ON AN ABORIGINAL
HISTORICAL FIGLIRE.
MAYBE HE CAN TEACH THE
CLASS, A BIT BETTER,

SREAT. I DIDN'T EVEN
THROW THAT PAPER BALL AND
NOW I HAVE TO PRESENT IN
FRONT OF THE ENTIRE CLASS.

I'D RATHER WALK
THROUEH A HLUNDRED
OF THESE FIELDS.

THERE HAS 60T TO
BE A WAY OUT OF
THIS... TALKING IN
FRONT OF PEOPLE

WELL I'M
NOT TODAY.

HAVEN'T EVEN TOUCHED YOU'RE ALWAYS
YOLR FOOD. _ HLNERY,

T'LL BE SICK

OF EVEPVQODY




WAIT! THAT'S IT/
I'M sick!

OH, HON. WELL,
WHY DON'T YOU
BET OFF TO 8ED,

NOW I JUST HAVE TO BE

SICK TOMORROW, TOO,
AND I WON'T HAVE TO
PRESENT ANYTHING.

I DON'T KNOW ANY
HISTORICAL FIGLIRES
ANYWAY,




WAKE UpP
LITTLE BROTHER/

STILL SICk TODAY?

WHAT'S 60IN& ONP
SOMETHING HAPPEN |
AT SCHOOL?

FEEL SICK, EHP DPOING SOMETHING

T DON'T KNOW ANY _ YOLI'RE SCARED
HISTORICAL FISLUIRES, o = OF IS HARD,
AND I'M SCARED TO

PRESENT IN FRONT

OF THE CLASS.

COLE... I'VE DONE
THE WHOLE "SICK"
THNG BEFORE,
YOU KNOW.

I &80T IN TROUBLE
IN CLASS, AND SO
MR. STANLEY IS MAKING
ME PRESENT ON A
HISTORICAL FISLIRE
IN FRONT OF THE

WHOLE cLASS! A

WOW, HARSH,

AND S0 YOU'RE

JUST 60INE TO
NOT 60?

v

s
(
\

{
W

N
h wt (k\.

S

T'M GOING TO TELL
YOU A STORY. WE'RE
\  6OING TO KILL TWO 8IRDS
>, WITH ONE STONE. _<

WHEN I'M DONE.
YOU CAN DECIDE
ABOUT e0INe TO
SCHOOL, OKAY?




IN MARCH 1713, A 6ROUP OF WOMEN

WERE CAPTURED 8Y THE CREE. THIS WAS
COMMON AT THE TIME.

THE CREE WERE MLICH STRONGER THAN
THE DENE BECALISE OF THEIR GLINS.

IN THE FALL OF 1714, THE CREE HAD SET LIP
A CAMP ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE NELSON RIVER,

STRONE DENE WOMEN WERE A PRIZE
TO THE CREE. THEY NEEDED WOMEN

TO DO LOTS OF WORK BECAUSE THE
MEN HUNTED,

IT WAS THEN, AFTER TWENTY MONTHS OF
CAPTIVITY, THAT TWO DENE WOMEN MANAEED
TO ESCAPE THEIR MASTER.

ONE OF THOSE WOMEN WAS...




A |
THE PEACEMAKER



THEY INTENDED TO 60 NORTH,
BACK TO THEIR OWN PEOPLE.

WE HAVE COME
10 IM..."

WE CAN MAKE IT.
WE MLIST, IF WE WANT
TO SEE OUR HOME.

COME THEN, WE
HAVE A LONE
JOURNEY AHEAD-




AND WITH ONLY THEIR SNARES TO DEPEND ON,
THE WOMEN SREW HLINSLY AND WEAK

—

WE...WE CANNOT CONTINLIE ON.
WE WILL NOT MAKE IT.

WE MUST TURN BACK.
THERE ARE TRADERS THERE.
THEY CAN HELP US.

WE ONLY NEED TO
FIND THEM. IT SHOULD
NOT 8 HARD. YOU
WILL SEE.




SO THANADELTHUR SET OFF
ON HER OWN TO FIND HELP
FOR HER TIPED BODY.

FINALLY, | AM THROUEH IT.

NOW, TO FIND TRACKS.

" THEN, MSHENEAQED#PLME
CAI.I.&D TEN SHILLING CQEEK

THE TRACKS LED HER TO S00SE HUNTERS FROM
THE HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY. SHE WAS SAVED.
- i ——
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When Cole’s teacher catches him drawing rather than listening
in class, he gives Cole a special assignment: an oral presentation
on an important Indigenous figure. Cole will do almost anything
to avoid speaking in public - even feigning illness. But when he
hears the story of the remarkable woman known as Thanadelthur
- peacemaker between the Cree and the Dene and interpreter

for the governor of Fort York — he is so inspired by her bravery,

he overcomes his own fears.

TALES FROM BIG SPIRIT is a unique seven-book graphic novel series that
delves into the stories of some of the great Indigenous figures from history —
some already well known and others who deserve to be. Other titles in

the series include

The Scout (Tommy Prince) The Land of Os (John Ramsay)
The Ballad of Nancy April The Poet (Pauline Johnson)
(Shawnadithit)

The Chief (Mistahimaskwa/Big Bear)
The Rebel (Gabriel Dumont)

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

David Robertson is an award-winning writer. His books include
When We Were Alone (Governor General’s award-winner),

Will I See? (winner Manuela Dias Book Design and Illustration
Award Graphic Novel Category), and the YA novel Strangers.
David educates as well as entertains through his writings about
Indigenous Peoples in Canada, illuminating their cultures,
histories, communities, and relevant contemporary issues.
David is a member of Norway House Cree Nation.

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR

Wai Tien graduated with honours from the School of Art at the
University of Manitoba. When he’s not busy drawing comics
or painting murals, Wai pulls double duty on guitar and vocals
with his band, All On Red. He also illustrated another graphic
novel in the series, The Land of Os: John Ramsay.
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