
Ma'iingan knows she is a very good singer. 
Conflict erupts when her little sister wants  
to sing just like her.

The Seven Teachings of the Anishinaabe—love, 
wisdom, humility, courage, respect, honesty, 
and truth—are revealed in these seven stories 
for children. Set in an urban landscape with 

Indigenous children as the central characters, these stories about home 
and family will look familiar to all young readers.
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Pronunciation of Anishnaabemowin words

Short Vowels: i as in pit, o as in book, a as in cup, e as in bed 

Long Vowels: ii as in peek, oo is between soup and soap,  
aa as in “open up and say ahhhh”

g, b, j, d, h are softer than their English equivalents; g sounds 
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Ma'iingan is a very good singer.

She can sing high. 

She can sing low.
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She can sing in the car.

She can sing to her aunties.

They love to hear her sing.

They tell her she is 

amazing!
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Ma'iingan’s little sister  

wants to sing, too.
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She tries to sing high. She tries to sing low. 

She tries to sing in the car.
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Ma'iingan is not happy.

She doesn’t want her sister to sing, too.
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She tells her sister, 

“You can’t sing like me. 

You can’t sing high.
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You can’t sing low.

You shouldn’t sing in the car.

You shouldn’t sing to our aunties.” 
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These words make  

her little sister very sad,  

and she starts to cry. 
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