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Nimoshom loved to drive the 
school bus. Every day, on the 
way to and from school, he had 
something to say. Sometimes, 
he told the kids silly stories. 
Sometimes, he taught the kids  
a new word in Cree.

Nimoshom and His Bus 
introduces basic Cree words.  
A glossary is included in the 
back of the book.

About the author

Penny M. Thomas, of Cree-Ojibway background, 
believes in approaching healing from all directions, 
with storytelling key to this purpose. Penny’s first 
book for children, Powwow Counting in Cree, 
received the McNally Robinson Book for Young 
People Award. She is an advocate for First Nations 
people and works in the field of psychology  
and therapy. 

About the illustrator

Karen Hibbard is a freelance illustrator and a visual 
artist. She studied fine arts at Guelph University and 
Concordia University. She has illustrated picture 
books for Planète rebelle, Annick Press as well as 
several activity books for youth with Éditions Mango 
for the Musée d’Orsay. Karen currently teaches art  
at the University of Victoria and Emily Carr University 
of Art & Design.
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For “Mush” Carl Bird.
— P.T.

To Hilde & Fred: Thanks for reading  
to me when I was lit tle !

— K.H.
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Nimoshom drove a school bus. Sometimes he spoke in Cree. 
Nimoshom means my grandfather in Cree.
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In the morning, nimoshom would greet the kids. He would say: 
“Tansi !” Tansi means hello. 
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Sometimes, on good days, nimoshom would say: “Mino 
kisikaw.” Mino kisikaw means it is a good day. 
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If it was a stormy day he would tell the kids: “Machi kisikaw.” 
Machi kisikaw means it is a bad day. 
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Cree  Wo rd  L i st

Api: sit down

Cheskwa: wait

Ehe: yes

Ekosani: thank you

Ekosi: okay, that’s it, amen  

Kekwan: what

Kinapi: hurry up

Machi kisikaw: it is a bad day 

Mino kisikaw: it is a good day  

Mots: no

Nimoshom: my grandfather 

Tansi: hello

Tapwe: truly
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Nimoshom loved to drive the
school bus. Every day, on the
way to and from school, he had
something to say. Sometimes,
he told the kids silly stories.
Sometimes, he taught the kids
a new word in Cree.

Nimoshom and His Bus
introduces basic Cree words.
A glossary is included in the
back of the book.

About the author

Penny M. Thomas, of Cree-Ojibway background,
believes in approaching healing from all directions,
with storytelling key to this purpose. Penny’s first
book for children, Powwow Counting in Cree,
received the McNally Robinson Book for Young
People Award. She is an advocate for First Nations
people and works in the field of psychology
and therapy.

About the illustrator

Karen Hibbard is a freelance illustrator and a visual
artist. She studied fine arts at Guelph University and
Concordia University. She has illustrated picture
books for Planète rebelle, Annick Press as well as
several activity books for youth with Éditions Mango
for the Musée d’Orsay. Karen currently teaches art
at the University of Victoria and Emily Carr University
of Art & Design.
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Nimoshom loved to drive the 
school bus. Every day, on the 
way to and from school, he had 
something to say. Sometimes, 
he told the kids silly stories. 
Sometimes, he taught the kids  
a new word in Cree.

Nimoshom and His Bus 
introduces basic Cree words. 
A glossary is included in the 
back of the book.

About the author

Penny M. Thomas, of Cree-Ojibway background, 
believes in approaching healing from all directions, 
with storytelling key to this purpose. Penny’s first 
book for children, Powwow Counting in Cree, 
received the McNally Robinson Book for Young 
People Award. She is an advocate for First Nations 
people and works in the field of psychology  
and therapy. 

About the illustrator

Karen Hibbard is a freelance illustrator and a visual 
artist. She studied fine arts at Guelph University and 
Concordia University. She has illustrated picture 
books for Planète rebelle, Annick Press as well as 
several activity books for youth with Éditions Mango 
for the Musée d’Orsay. Karen currently teaches art  
at the University of Victoria and Emily Carr University 
of Art & Design.
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