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My tsinii always knows when the weather is right for halibut
jigging. He watches the ocean, and the sky, and the winds,
and when it is right, he says, “We’ll go out in the morning.”






My hands grip the wooden oars that he made,
and we make our way down the inlet.

The wood knocks gently against the metal
locks in a steady rhythm.

We row for an hour
or so in silence.



My tsinii’s eyes are old, and he cannot see as well as he used to,
but he carefully watches the land. The rise of Tow Hill and the

rocks of Wiia Point guide him to the halibut bank, better than
my young eyes can.






ABOUT THIS STORY

This story is based on real people and events. Sara and Robert talked about Robert’s childhood
memories of his tsinii. Sara used the information to create an imagined day of her father
and his tsinii jigging for halibut.
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The tsinii (grandfather) in this story is Robert Davidson Sr. He was a respected man of the

Ts'aahl (Eagle) Clan in Old Massett. He was a skilled carpenter and helped build the local
Anglican Church in 1919, designed and built his own houses, and was commissioned to build

two traditional Haida canoes with his brother. He also built wooden seine boats including one
called Davidson Girl. He was also a commercial fisherman, and he took up argillite carving in his
later years. In 1969, he helped guide his grandson, Robert Davidson Jr. (author) on his pole raising
in Old Massett. Robert Davidson Sr. was also was considered a keeper of the songs and shared
much of this knowledge with Elders and community members in preparation for the pole raising.
He was married to Florence Edenshaw Davidson, and they had 14 children together. Today, there
are over 100 people from the village of Old Massett who are their direct descendants.
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PRAISE FOR THE SKAD'A STORIES SERIES

Educator Sara Florence Davidson and artists Robert Davidson
and Janine Gibbons have given young readers a story about a
special relationship but, by basing it in the Haida traditions
and the distinction of the West Coast, [it] becomes more
than a lovely story. It becomes an important
one that honours the people and the
teachings that prevail.

—Canlit for Little Canadians

Among CBC Books Best Children’s Books of 2021 \

Among The Globe and Mail's
100 Books We Loved in 2021
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