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About the Author
Hetxw'ms Gyetxw, also known as Brett 
D. Huson (he/him/his), is from the Gitxsan
Nation of the Northwest Interior of British 
Columbia, Canada. Growing up in this
strong matrilineal society, Brett developed 
a passion for the culture, land, and politics 
of his people, and a desire to share their
knowledge and stories. A volunteer board 
member for organizations such as Ka Ni 
Kanichihk and sākihiwē festival, Brett also
works with the Prairie Climate Centre to
connect western science and Indigenous 
Knowledges.

The award-winning Mothers of Xsan 
series is part of a larger vision to share the
worlds of the Gitxsan Nation. With the 
support of his wife, Jeri, and their children,
Warren and Ruby, Brett endeavours to 
continue sharing stories with his writing,
artwork, and photography. 
www.bretthuson.ca

About the Illustrator
Natasha Donovan (she/her/hers) is a Métis
illustrator originally from Vancouver,
British Columbia. Her sequential work 
has been published in This Place: 150 Years
Retold, Wonderful Women of History, and
Thomas King's graphic novel Borders. She 
is the illustrator of the award-winning 
Surviving the City graphic novel series and 
Mothers of Xsan children's book series, as
well as Classified: The Secret Career of Mary
Golda Ross, Cherokee Aerospace Engineer. 
She currently lives by the Nooksack River 
in Washington State. 
@natashamdonovan

Hoarders. Scavengers. Clever foragers. 
Bringers of new life.

Ravens have many roles, both for the 
land and in Gitxsan story and song. 
The sixth book in Hetxw'ms Gyetxw 
(Brett D. Huson)’s Mothers of Xsan 
series transports young readers to 
Northwestern British Columbia, where 
they will learn about the traditions of 
the Gitxsan, the lives of ravens, and why 
these acrobatic flyers are so important 
to their ecosystem.

Follow along as Nox Gaak, the raven 
mother, teaches her chicks what they 
need to survive with the help of  
her flock.

Mothers of Xsan
The Sockeye Mother

The Grizzly Mother

The Eagle Mother

The Frog Mother

The Wolf Mother

www.highwaterpress.com

M O T H E R S  O F  X S A NM O T H E R S  O F  X S A N

Praise for the Mothers of Xsan series
This series is so good. Highly recommended!

—Debbie Reese (AICL)

Huson eloquently conveys the fragile interconnectedness of the natural
world and the moral imperative to protect it.

—Publishers Weekly, ★ review

The Indigenous influence on the understandings, text, and illustrations
are authentic and integral to [this] engaging, sought-after picture book.

—Green Teacher

A wonderful exploration of science and culture. A top selection.
—School Library Journal, ★ review

$24.95

Bring science to life with this book about ravens, 
their role in the food web, and how they benefit 
their ecosystem.
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For Wihl Guu Smeaax, my brother. A friend, 
uncle, and son like no other.

—H.G. / B.D.H.

For John “Guy” Keenan (1946–2021), 
in loving memory.

—N.D.
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By Hetxw’ms Gyetxw (Brett D. Huson)

Illustrated by Natasha Donovan

THE RAVEN MOTHER
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ABOVE
Warm rays of hloxs, the sun, stretch out from behind the mountains. Droplets 
of water hang in the air, forming mist as far as the eye can see. The scent of 
coniferous1 trees and shrubs mixes with the fresh smell of moss and river water. 
High atop a peeling birch tree, Nox Gaak, the raven mother, stands out against 
the misty white landscape.

April is the time of Lasa ya’a, the Spring Salmon’s Returning Home Moon. When 
the sun’s rays cut through the mist, they reveal a landscape on the cusp2 of 
blossoming. As the fog disperses,3 we see Nox Gaak perched by her nest with 
two new chicks. Her lifelong partner is nearby, along with a few other ravens.
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1 Coniferous trees have 
woody trunks and stems, 
often with needles 
for leaves.

2 The cusp is a point in 
time when something 
will change.

3 To disperse means to 
scatter in all directions.
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1 A species is a group of similar 
individuals that can reproduce.

2 A food web is made up of all the 
food chains in a single ecosystem.
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Lasa ya’a is also an exciting time of renewal for Gitxsan children. They 
have been eagerly awaiting the arrival of the spring salmon, so they can 
indulge in fresh salmon chowder. Hagwiltsum is a simple yet delicious 
soup of salmon, potatoes, onion, rice, seaweed, and, more recently, a 
touch of curry powder.

As the spring salmon are returning, so too do many other species1 return 
to the land. This change signals a replenishing of the food web2 that Nox 
Gaak and her family are a part of. This also means they will have access to 
a greater variety of food.
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The raven chicks are new to the world outside of their shells. They 
are aggressively hungry, and it takes a community to satisfy them. 
Ravens are some of the best scavengers1 in the animal kingdom, 
but they are also great hunters when they work together. Like the 
Gitxsan people, the ravens look after one another and help each 
other raise their young. For this reason, ravens can flourish2 in 
almost every ecosystem.3
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1 Scavengers are organisms that 
eat dead or decaying matter.

2 To flourish means to grow well.
3 An ecosystem refers to all of 

the organisms that live within 
and interact with a specific 
environment.
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1 Young birds are fledged
when their feathers and 
muscles are ready for flight.

2 A cache is a place for hiding, 
storing, or preserving food 
and supplies.

3 To fertilize means to add 
nutrients to the soil.

43571-PP-Raven Mother interior.indd   12 2022-07-08   3:00 PM

www.highwaterpress.com



NEW FEATHERS
Lasa ‘yan’tsa, the Budding Trees and Blooming Flowers 
Moon, passes over. It is May, and the new chicks have 
fledged1 and are now taking short flights away from 
the nest. These young ravens have been watching 
Nox Gaak as she feeds, learning how to scavenge, hunt, 
and store food.

Ravens, along with their cousins, crows and jays, are 
hoarders. They store caches2 of food all over their 
territory, and many become forgotten treasures. 
Buried seeds grow to be new trees and plants, and 
other hidden foods fertilize3 the environment.
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THE GITXSAN
The Gitxsan Nation are Indigenous peoples from unceded territories 
in the Northwest Interior of British Columbia. These 35,000 square 
kilometres of land cradle the headwaters of Xsan or “the River of 
Mists,” also known by its colonial name, the Skeena River. The 
land defines who the Gitxsan people are.

The Nation follows a matrilineal line, and all rights, 
privileges, names, and stories come from the mothers. 
Lax Seel (Frog), Lax Gibuu (Wolf), Lax Skiik (Eagle), and 
Gisghaast (Fireweed) are the four clans of the people. It 
is taboo to marry a fellow clan member, even when there 
are no blood ties. 

The four clans are divided among the territories by way of the Wilp 
system. A Wilp, or “house group,” is a group comprising one or more 
families. Each Wilp has a Head Chief and Wing Chiefs, who are guided by 
Elders and members of their Wilp. Currently, there are 62 house groups, 
and each governs their portion of the Gitxsan Territories. 

THE GITXSAN MOONS
K’uholxs Stories and Feasting Moon January
Lasa hu’mal Cracking Cottonwood and Opening 

Trails Moon
February

Wihlaxs Black Bear’s Walking Moon March
Lasa ya’a Spring Salmon’s Returning 

Home Moon
April

Lasa ‘yan’tsa Budding Trees and Blooming 
Flowers Moon

May

Lasa maa’y Gathering and Preparing 
Berries Moon

June

Lasa ‘wiihun Fisherman’s Moon July
Lasa lik’i’nxsw Grizzly Bear’s Moon August
Lasa gangwiikw Groundhog Hunting Moon September
Lasa xsin laaxw Catching-Lots-of-Trout Moon October
Lasa gwineekxw Getting-Used-to-Cold Moon November
Lasa ‘wiigwineekxw 
or Lasa gunkw’ ats

Severe Snowstorms and Sharp 
Cold Moon

December

Ax wa Shaman’s Moon A blue moon, which is a second 
full moon in a single month
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Kispiox 
River

Bulkley 
River

Skeena River

Stekyodin
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