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FF ORT SMITH, NWT



Oh look. 
Your little puppy’s back. 

Fresh from rehab and 
fighting fires.



Frickin’ 
Benny! 

Damn 
him to 
Hell!

Good luck, 
Curtis.

Thanks, 
Mazie. 

I hope you 
have a 

good day.

Runt, 
you’re 
next. 





Hello, 
Curtis. 

How 
was 

rehab?

Tough.

Happy 
Birthday, 
Benny.

Hi, uh, 
Crow. 

Hi, 
Flinch.



I heard you were 
fighting that fire out 

by the Fox Holes.

Thank you for 
your service. 

I bet you got a 
big cheque and an 
itch that needs 
scratching, hey?

Can we 
get you 

anything?

No thanks. 
I’m good.

You’re lookin’ 
thirsty like your 

grandpa and your dad 
did. The men in your life 

found their peace in 
a bottle. Have you 
found yours yet?



I’m 
working 

on it.

In the end, 
that’s what we 

all want: 
peace.

Benny, 
be nice.

He has 
something…



Sorry, Babe. 
I apologize. 

Curtis, as you 
know, I’m giving away 
$20,000 to anyone 
who can impress me. 
What have you got?

What? No 
card?

He’s 
right.

No card.
Dad told me you 

didn’t like anything 
written down.

My dad always 
said Fort Smith gave 

you your heart when it 
brought you Lila and 

your boys.
He also 

wondered if you 
could read.



Watch it, Runt. 
You and I have 

unfinished 
business.

I never 
touched 

you.

So, how the 
hell did you 
throw me?

Okay, boys. 
Knock it off. I can smell smoke 

in whatever you’ve 
got wrapped up there, 

Curtis. It’s not a 
bomb, is it?

It’s 
something 
you always 

wanted 
back.

May I? Go 
for 
it.

no...!

My God…
How 

did you 
find it?

Babe, 
what 
is it?



It’s 
my old 
watch. 

Where did 
you...?

I found it when 
we were fighting 
that fire.

Our Crew Leader said 
you offered five grand 
to anyone who could 
return it.

i’m...
astonished.

Happy 
birthday, 

Benny.

This is a good 
trick. Now, how 
did you find it?

I looked 
down and 
there it 
was.



Can I see?
Whoa! 
is that 
gold?! 

What’s the 
story, 
Uncle?

A long time 
ago, before 
Curtis was 
born, his daddy 
and I were 
both on the 
keemooch for 
Runt’s mom. 
Ronny was a 
better hunter 
than I was, 
but I thought 
if I wore this 
gold watch, 
I’d give Emelia 
a sense of 
what a sweet 
life she could 
have with me. 
Ronny was a 
good man, but 
he was poor.

Poor in 
town, 
maybe.

True. He was a king on the land 
and a poet with words, boy. We 
both fired on a moose and I 
swear I got it, but it ran. We 
chased it. I lost my watch.



I offered five grand 
to anyone who could 

return it to me.

$5,000? 
That watch is 
worth over 
$100,000.

serious?

Dead 
serious.

Curtis, you’ve 
always struck 

me as a statistic 
waiting to 
happen…

…but you’ve 
changed.



I had to. Drinking 
was killing me. 

Just like it did my 
dad. Just like it 

almost killed my 
grandfather.

Congratulations, 
Curtis. You get the cash.

Wait.



No money. 

I can’t 
take money 

for what I’m 
about to 
ask for.

I’ll bite. 
What is it 

you’ve come 
for?

People say 
you bought 

my grandpa’s 
house for 
the land.

I think you know that I 
bought it for its contents. 

Most notably that tipi and those who 
were supposed to be in it. What’s 

your plan?

I want my 
grandpa’s 

home back. You want 
your grandfather’s 

medicine back. You need 
his helpers. We couldn’t 

move their tipi. Not 
even Flinch.

They’re gone, Curtis. Your 
grandpa’s spirit helpers and 
the Little People are gone. 

Believe me.

When my Lila 
got sick, I 

begged on my 
knees for the 

Little People to 
help us. We tried 

everything.

You have my deepest 
condolences, Benny. Lila 

Rose was an angel.

You and Crow are 
the only two left on 
the planet who think 

the old magic is coming 
back. It died with your 

grandfather, Curtis.

Please, 
Benny. 

I need this. 
I need to help 
others if I’m 
going to help 

myself.



Okay. The house 
is yours. I’ll 
take care of 
the paperwork 

tomorrow.

Babe?
I’m okay. 

Torch, get the 
key for him.

Mahsi cho*

*Thank you

, 
Benny. You sure 
you’re okay?

Yeah, I’m sure. So, 
your plan is to start 
healing the people?

I’m 
going to 

try.

You 
can’t 
save 

anyone, 
Runt. You 

know 
that.

Maybe I 
can save 
myself.



You should donate 
that money to the 
Friendship Centre.

Now, why would I do that?

Our town is 
dying, Benny. The 

kids here need help. 
People fighting for 

their sobriety need a 
place to go.

Fort Smith gave 
you your family. My 
first memory is of 

you coming to town and 
everyone lining up to 

shake your hand at the 
Canada Day Parade when 

you were running for 
mayor.



With my past, I 
doubt that I’d be 

allowed to run for 
office again.

You’ve always 
been a leader, 
Benny. How do 

you want to be 
remembered?

Your grandpa’s 
moccasins and 
vest are in his 

freezer.

I didn’t 
want the mice 

chewing on 
them.

The trunk in his 
bedroom is filled with 
love letters from your 

dad to your mom.

I’m 
not sorry 

I read 
them.

Good night, 
everyone. 

Thanks 
again, 
Benny.



That night.
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