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Introduction
Just like measurement skills, geometry skills
apply directly to students’ everyday lives. After
completing the tangible and logical activities
found in this module, students will begin to see
geometry’s application in the real world.
In this module, students will:
■

■

explore and classify two-dimensional shapes
and three-dimensional objects according to
their properties.
describe, orally, the relative position of twodimensional shapes and three-dimensional
objects.

Geometry and Spatial Sense

Mathematics Vocabulary
Throughout this module, teachers should use,
and encourage students to use, vocabulary such
as: circle, triangle, square, rectangle, sphere,
cube, rectangular prism, pyramid, cylinder,
triangular prism, face, vertex, vertices, edge, in
front, behind, beside, under, over, right, left, on,
above, below, bottom, top, tan, tangram, and
reflection. Continue adding new vocabulary, as it
is introduced, to your Math Word Wall.
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Two-Dimensional Shapes
Materials
■
■

■
■
■
■
■
■
■

“The Shape Song” (lyrics included, 4.1.1)
Terry Triangle, Sammy Square, Robby
Rectangle, and Cindy Circle character
templates (included. Cut out, colour, and
laminate.) (4.1.2)
construction paper
pencil crayons, markers, or crayons
stapler
glue
paper
scissors
shape templates (included, 4.1.3).

Activity: Part One
Begin the activity by introducing four new
friends who have come to spend the day in
the Grade- One class: Terry Triangle, Sammy
Square, Robby Rectangle, and Cindy Circle.
Hold up each character, one at a time, saying
his/her name. Ask students:
■

What can you tell me about _______________
(name of character)?

Discuss the name of the shape each character
represents, as well as the characteristics of each
shape. Some sample questions include:
■
■

■
■

■

■

■

■
■

How is Cindy Circle different from all the
other shapes?

Introduce “The Shape Song” (4.1.1) to students,
showing them the actions. Encourage them to
try the actions along with you. Now, sing each
line, and have students repeat it after you.
Once students have sung “The Shape Song” a
number of times, tell them they are now going to
make their own Shape Song books. Distribute
Activity Sheet A (4.1.4).
Note: You may wish to make a sample Shape Song
book ahead of time to show students.

Explain to students that there are several steps
involved in making their books:
1. Fill in the blank under each picture.
2. Colour the shape characters.
3. Cut out the four pages, and put them in
order (the numbers are in the top, right
corner of each page).
4. Select a piece of construction paper for
the cover.
5. Print the title of the book, “The Shape
Song,” on the cover, and then decorate
the cover.
6. Staple the pages together (students may
need help with this).
Encourage students to take their completed
books home to share with their families.

Activity Sheet A
Note: This is a two-page activity sheet.

Directions to students:
Fill in the blank under each picture. Colour each
shape character. Cut out the four pages and put
them in order. Choose a piece of construction

▲
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How many sides does Terry Triangle have?
How many corners (vertices) does Terry
Triangle have?
How many sides does Sammy Square have?
What can you tell me about the length of
these sides?
Are Robby Rectangle’s sides all the same
length?
How many corners (vertices) does Robby
Rectangle have?
How is Sammy Square different from Robby
Rectangle?
Does Cindy Circle have any straight sides?
Does Cindy Circle have any corners
(vertices)?

■
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paper for the cover, and print the title of the
song on it. Decorate the cover, and staple the
pages of your book together (4.1.4).

■

Activity: Part Two

■

Using their completed “Shape Song” books,
have students identify and describe their
shapes. Encourage the use of the following
terms: side, line, corner/vertex, base.
Note: The base of a shape is its foundation, or the
lowest side or face. For example, on the rectangle
below, the base is the bottom line:

■

When students hear the shape name, have
them pick up their corresponding paper
ones, and use them for the actions of the
song.
■

Have students create shape pictures using
a variety of precut, paper shapes.

■

Give each student a piece of sidewalk chalk
and have them draw different shapes on the
schoolyard pavement.

■

Go on a shape walk. Have students look for
different shapes in your area.

Extensions

■

Add the terms circle, triangle, square, and
rectangle to the Math Word Wall.
Select a shape (e.g., circle). Have students
look around the room to see if they can spot
a circle in the classroom. Challenge them to
touch five circles in the classroom. Repeat
the activity with a different shape.

Give each student a circle, a triangle, a
square, and a rectangle paper cutout. Then,
using the shapes, sing “The Shape Shake
Song,” to the tune of “The Hokey Pokey.”
For example:
You put your circle in, you put your
circle out,
You put your circle in, and you shake
it all about.
You do the Hokey Pokey and you turn
yourself around.
That’s what it’s all about.

Problem Solving

■

Give me a ______________ ! (name shape,
e.g., triangle).

Have students find the shape, hold it up in
the air, and repeat its name. Once they are
comfortable with the chant, select a student
to choose a shape and call it out.

base

Have students work in pairs. Provide each
pair with a circle, a triangle, a square, and
a rectangle paper cutout (shape templates
included, 4.1.3). Ask one partner to close his/her
eyes while the other selects and covers one of
the shapes with his/her hands. When the former
opens his/her eyes, have the latter slowly reveal
one part of the shape to his/her partner, who
must try to guess the shape based on the part
he/she sees.

Give each student a circle, a triangle, a
square, and a rectangle paper cutout. Have
students place their shapes on the floor in
front of them. Say:

▲
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■

36

Have students create different shapes using
geoboard and elastics, or geoboard dot
paper (included, 4.1.5). Students join the
dots to create shapes, as in the following
example:

Assessment Suggestion
Using the shape templates, have students
identify the four two-dimensional shapes and
describe them using terms such as side, line,
corner (vertex), base. Use the Individual Student
Observations sheet, found on page 18, to record
your results.
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The Shape Song

(Sing to the tune of “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”)

Terry Triangle, look at me,
Count my sides, there are three
(draw a triangle, with your hands, in the air).

Sammy Square, that’s my name,
I have four sides all the same
(draw a square, with your hands, in the air).

Robby Rectangle, I have four,
Two long, (draw in the air)
Two short, (draw in the air)
But no more (shake head).
Cindy Circle, just one line,
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Make it round,
That is fine (draw a circle in the air).

4.1.1 – 37
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Character Templates

38 – 4.1.2

4.1.2 – 39
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Shape Templates

40 – 4.1.3

Shape Book
1

Terry Triangle, look at me,
Count my sides, there are _________ .
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2

Sammy Square, that’s my name,
I have _________ sides all the same.

1A

4.1.4 – 41

Shape Book
3

Robby Rectangle, I have _________ ,
_________ long, _________ short, but no more.
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4

Cindy Circle, just _________ line,
make it round, that is fine.
42 – 4.1.4

1A
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Geoboard Dot Paper

4.1.5 – 43

